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Phun With The Phili

Phabulous Phind
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Does philately still furnish ex-
citement and thrills? Yes, indeed.
It started with a phone call early
in July 1970, from our good
friend, Maurice -S.  Schwartz,
Stamp and Coin Dealer and an
expert on stamps of the Philip-
pines, (he- gets his information
from the writer), and a member
of the UPSS and other stampic
‘organizations.” He started out de-
-scribing things in an odd tone
which could be recognized as
‘tremulous to say the least. After
a little cooling off he mumbled
something about “provisionals,”
Afcomn " u'Union'u "covers,"
backstamping and pieces on pa-
per. Finally saying, “Please come
over and look at this ‘stuff’.”’.

Hoping his heart would last
until we could get there, a.
fast run to nearby San Pedro
brought to light a really “phabu-
Ious phind.” His first query was,
“What do you know about San
Fe:-na’ndo.'La Union in the Philip-
pines?’” Having acquired a habit
of telling the truth, when need-
ed, my reply was the usua], “Well
I ‘lived. there about six years,
1945 to 1950, on and off, “the
town is filled wzth relatives of my
wife who was born "in nearby
San Juan, La Union, they have
a nice post office and it's located
along the coast of the Lingayen
Gulf about 150 miles north of
Manila. -

“That’s not . enough,'? was the
gruff reply, ‘I mean during the
year 1898"” He had me. stopped
there and although that’s the year
I was born my knowledge of the
Philippines was a bit limited duyr-
ing those early days. Good that
¥ had thoughtfully brought along
the “Bible,” volumes 1-2, 1948/
50, of the Philippine. Jouma.l of
Philately. ;

He brought out two covers, the
first ‘(Fig. 1) was addressed to 2
Mission in Papeete, Tahiti. Post-
marks show that it was mailed
in San Fernando, La Union, Nov-
ember 14, 1898 The backstamp-
ing of the Papeete, Tahiti shows
its arrival to be “30 Deg 98" and
two largé fancy handdrawn let-
ters of GM, in monogram form
with four “crosses” forming a
square about an inch or so ‘away
from the Tetters. The postmarks
are easily - décipherable on both,

back and. front. The stamps ap-
pear to be square bits of paper
with overpiinting or ‘at least
printing of the word "“Correos”
with- the values of 2¢, 3¢, 5¢, two
of  the latter value

Cover two (f=. 2) is address-.
ed to Paiis at the home of Mon-
sieur Ullman and bears one of
the paper stamps with “98 - Cor-
reos - 5 cent” printing, one- 2¢
of the 1890-97 issue. overprinted
“98 - correos. - 3 cent,” one, 1
milemesa newspaper stamp -of
1886-89 overprinted “98 - correos-

10 cent” and a trimmed, top and.

bottom stamp not too easily iden-
tified but also with an overprint.
All stamps are nicely tied to the
cover with . the- cancellation in
circular form reading, Correos—

2 Ago 98—Union as well as a cou-

ple of ship cancels of i8 Sept 98.

- This was enough to send us to
the'- “Bible™ where we found a
series of articles by Arnold H.
Warren starting with the Jan-
Feb. issue then Mar.-Apr., May-
June of 1949 and a last one in
Jan.-Feb. of 1950, all the Philip-
pine Journal of Philately: To. our
great amazement the Paris cover
was illustrated and here are the
startling facts about cover one:

In the April, 1938 issue of the '

American Philatelist, Walter N.
Emerson reports the discovery of
a cover bearing four of the “pro-
visional” stamps of San Fernarndo,
La - Union, Philippines.

Let’s quote from the article:
“The cover is obviously genuine;
and just as obviously it served
actual postal duty. The stamps
are of poor .grade white paper,
with = amateur sewing machine
perforation, very evidenlly serv-
ing an emergency use. The actual,
size of the cover is 53%"” by 43%".

“This .cover, as evidenced by
the markings and inscriptions on
back and front, was mailed at
the town of San Fernando, Pro-
vince of La Union, in the Philip-
pines, November 14, 1898. A
manuscript cypher of the initials
‘GM’ on the reverse of the cover,
surrounded by four double crosses
forming a square, indicates the
sender, probably of some religious
order. It was directed to a Mis-
sion in Papeete, Tahiti. Postmarks
while faint, are decipherable and
prove origin, method of transit
and receipt. The stamps are all
tied by postmarks. The Papeete,
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ppines —

Tahiti postmark is dated ‘30 Dec
’98).'l

Still 'discussing cover one we
find a letter published in the
Jan.-Feb. issue of PJP in their
section “Comment and Reply,
from Madrid, and. written .in
Spanish. It was ebvious that the
letter was in regard to the ar-
ticles of Mr. Warren for. we: find
his reply, as follows, “Dear Ma-
dam: I have read the letter ad-
dressed to you by- Don, Manuel
Galvez concermng the La Union

. Provisional issue of 1898 and the

articles which I wrote and you
published concerning -this issue.
(The addressee, Magdalena  B.
‘Baurista, Editor, Philippine Jour-
‘nal of Philately).

“Don Manuel Galvez and his
father both are distinguished
philatelists who are exceptional-
ly well qualified to speak con-
cerning the postage stamps, par-
ticularly those issued during the
Spanish regime, of the Philip-
pines. Hence their opinion that
the so-called La Union Provision-
al Issue of 1898 is fraudulent.
commands serious attention. -

*“It should be noted that, prior
to the discovery in 1938 by Mr.
Walter N. Emerson (of Chicago,
I1l.) of a cover addressed to Pa-
peete, Tahiti, and bearing four
of the La Union Provisional post-
age stamps, this issue was con-
sidered spurious by . American
philatelists who. specialized in the
collection of Philippine stamps.
The ~discovery of this was an-
nounced by the American Phi-
Jatelist, official publication of the
American Philatelic Society. Con-
cerning this cover, a photograph
of which was published in the
American Philatelist, the editor
wrote, ‘The cover is obviously
genuine, and just as obviously it
served postal duty.” In the Au-
gust 1938, issue of the American
Philatelist the editor wrote as fol-
Jows: In the April 1938 issue of
the American. Philatelist we gave
a brief account and illustration
of what appeared to be the first
reported legitimately used copy
of a certain Philippine Provision-
al adhesive postage- stamp.’

“The charge has frequently
been made, and it is sometimes
true, that rare stamps have been
jssued at the insfigation, or with
the conivance, of philatelists who
hoped to profit by acquiring and
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selling these rarities. In' some
wases postal employees have un-
do&xbted_ly profited by selling -to
philatelists, ‘errors’ which should
have been.’destroyed instead of
‘bgmg issued to the public.

“But I have always believed
that whatever the circumstances

which brought. about the issue of -

a postage stamp, the legitimacy
.9f the issue should be judged by
its availability a:fd actual use for
the payment ‘of postage. The
. Papeete, Tahiti, cover mentioned

shows authentic postal use of the
La Union provisional issue of

1898. "‘And se of this cover
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“] have been unable to find any
teason for doubting the authen-
ticity of the document  signed
by the President and members of
the Municipal Council of Sap Fer:
nando, La Union, apthorizing the
La’ Union provisiona' issue.”

That pretty well takes care or
the Papeete gem and as to num-
ber two cover see the illustra-
tion and further comments of
Mr. Warren wherein he describes
four -other covers and adds: “On-
ly two covers, in addition to the
four Jescribed above, have come
to the attention of the writer.”
More about those four covers
later, where you will find that
the- two covers of Mr. Schwartz
are the only two known!

(To be -continued)




